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Leddy Park Disc Golf Working Group
February 17th, 2009
Minutes

Present: Abbi Jaffe, Warren Spinner, Harry Wendt, Patrick Kearney,

Joanne Hunt, Matthew Hogg, Nick Hinge, Dan Herman, Greg Jenkins, Brendan Bush, Peter Hess, Lisa Coven.

Special Guest: Mike Snyder, Chittenden County Forrester
Minutes Approved

Agenda Approved

Public Forum:

· Leddy currently offers both active and passive activities but Disc Golf will change that passive activity.  There needs to be a balance.
· The course will be over used.  The landfill is a great place for the course.

· Leddy Park is the only quiet park by the lake.  Ask the group to walk the park and play disc golf.

· Disappointed that other sites are not being considered by this group.  Believes that Disc Golf will be made to work for Leddy.  Would like this group to consider other sites.

· Postpone development in Leddy Park until a master plan is developed and decisions are made on how much passive and active recreations should take place in Leddy today and tomorrow.

· There has been a lack of transparency with the process.  Natural areas should be left natural.  Disc Golf will not add value.  Will admission be charged to help sustain the park? What type of oversight will there be in the future?

· Can not find information in the Parks and Recreation Commission minutest that says it is ok to cut the trees. 

· Disc Golf is a perfect fit for the landfill.  There is limited parking but it is on the bike path.

· Disc Golf is not a good idea because one group should to be able to sue so much of the park that it takes away from other users. Carbon can be stored in trees. Carbon can be reduced by maintaining our forests.  People driving to the park will increase pollution while decreasing the amount of trees.
· There is no park plan and it does not make sense to ad hoc activities like spot zoning.

· Concerned about the safety of others in the Park.  Does not see the 25 foot buffer.  Believes a helmet would be needed to walk through the woods. Can’t imagine walking through the woods with Disc flying.

Future of the Group

GJ Act 250 is being initiated if you use the 40 foot swath.  It is obvious that the public does want this at Leddy Park. Btown made it appear that everyone wanted it at Leddy.  The landfill would be a good place for disc golf.
Could just say that Leddy is not right and that is the end point.

JH we should have this discussion because the process had been difficult.  What can we do to change the process?

NH An alternative plan definitely plays a role.

AJ This group is responsible to bring issues to light for the commission

HW Ultimately the decision does not rest with us.  Would like to hear what Mike Snyder has to say tonight.  Parks and Recreation says that Leddy was the only place that had the infrastructure in place.  Concerned about tax payers cost associated with landfill development.

NH Seems like the process has been going for awhile.
PK – Leddy Park is a neighborhood park.  Interrupted, Leddy Park is a neighborhood park. You cannot drop 1000 people per week in a neighborhood park if the neighborhood does not want a disc golf park. My emails are running 10-1 against disc golf in Leddy Park.
NH Doesn’t hear positive support.  18 holes would be a stretch

DH Environmental impact on the park is the biggest issue.  Need to hear from Mike and then put together some recommendations.

MH Bulleted list recommendation.

GJ with our reasons why.

Impact of Disc Golf on Private Property

· Careful design

· How much space to we need around the holes?

· What kind of buffers could be used

· Impact

· Discs – privacy-view

· Noise – trespassing (discs, people)

· On pets

Safety (50 foot buffer from fairways)

What is the experience of other courses where people live nearby?

Major fairways effecting private property (12/13/14/15

Consider trail system and buffer it.

Once the leaves come in you may not be able to see the course but you will hear it.

Disc might not make it into the backyards but they will make it into the buffer zone.

People playing will be heard.

There may be concern about motives for course design if it comes from Btown.

The PDGA standards should be used and considered.

Need to do a pilot project to really understand how the course would be played.  
Even if Disc Golf goes forward it won’t be the proposed 18 holes.

To mitigate private property suggest that the course be 150 feet away from homes.

Suggestions

· Minimum of 150 feet from property line.

· Disc Golf best in non-populated areas.

· Build per regs/standard code

· How can course effect least amount of people

· Total course redesign

· Less than 18 holes

· All of us walk the land together

Guest Speaker Mike Snyder
Works for the State of Vermont.  Manages state forests and assists private landowners and municipalities with their forests.

1. Please explain the different soil types present at Leddy Park.

3 different types of soil.  Refer to the web soil survey at the NRCS website.

Adams- Windsor – grows pines nicely.  Good for recreational use.  Low erosion. Limited for paths and trails.
Colton Gravely – slight erosion, well suited for log landing, can put up with a lot of different uses

Deerfield 
2. Speak about the impacts of soil compaction to the trees and under-story vegetation. 

A major problem for vegetation.  Anything rooted in the soil needs air.  

3. How can soil compaction be managed?

The use can be managed.  The natural aerating of the forest relies on the freeze and thaw cycle.  Forests can not be aerated like lawns.

4. Do you see any issues with storm water run-off as an issue related to a course at this park?

To the extent that use would look like an n impervious surface.

5. Which areas in Leddy Park should be avoided and why?

The south side is more important to avoid than the north side. North of the building already in a bad state.

6. What will be the impact on the trees and does the type of tree, age and size matter?

There will be indirect effects and direct effects. Root damage will cause trees to die. Thinned bark trees will not hold up as well as thick barked trees. There are a lot of thinned barked trees.  There will also be the normal wear and tear from people being in the area ie people breaking off a branch.  Seedlings are going to have a hard time.  Would need to manage for to keep a variety of ages of the trees. Can’t remove all the seedlings.

7. What will be the impact on the under-story vegetation?

If you cut them then you won’t have them.  A choice must be made.  The trees will come back after cutting.  Would need maintenance to have the ability to come back. Hardwoods will sprout but the pines won’t.

8. How will the seasons affect the impact of Disc Golf at Leddy Park (times of the year the course should be closed)?

Spring is a sensitive time of year during the snow melt and bud break.  Winter would have the least impact.  It would be more about the state of the conditions ie.if they were very wet than the season.

9. Will there be on impact on wildlife?

Yes, the structure of the forest and the spacing play a part for wildlife.  Remove the under story and some wildlife will benefit and some won’t ie bats would benefit.  What level of risk is suitable for this place?
10. What will be the impact on herbaceous plants?

Compaction.  The impact will be disproportionate to herbaceous plants. Big trees will fare better. Some ferns might benefit though ie sensitive fern.
11. What will be the impact on invasive plant species?

Invaisves will adapt to the disturbance.  A plan better be in place to stop their spread.

12. Please review/explain Chuck Vile’s report and maps. What value does his report have on course placement?

Should do the next phase of the pines and disc golf together.  This report should be used as a baseline.  It needs to be updated as information has changed.

13. What will be the impact on erosion especially the areas west of the bike path (next to the lake and ravine)?

These are problem areas.

14. What are the positive impacts?

Everything will have an upside and a downside.  DG could be workable for a forest park.  If this is a recreational forest than it could be done.  There would still be birds and mammals it just wanted be all of the birds and mammals.  

The use would need to be managed and trees would need to be replaced.

When dealing with compaction, woodchips can be used to manage the compaction

If state budget permits, Mike is willing to work to create a DG golf course and management plan to help select which trees should be cut and how to manage the forest.  It is possible to mitigate and mange the problems that would likely occur.
Homework:

Each working group member is to come up with a paragraph or several bulleted items to bring to the table at the next meeting.  







