PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING

MINUTES

May 19, 2009
Commission Present:  Allen, Nolfi, Hanson, Ewing and Hartnett 
Staff Present:  Gross, Young, Spinner, Coven, and Putzier

The meeting was convened at 5:04pm by Chair Allen
I.  Approval of Agenda

Motion to approve the agenda with the addition of Item #VC.  Upcoming Commission Meeting Schedule.  Hartnett/Ewing.  Motion carried.
II.  Approval of Minutes

Motion to approve the April 28, 2009 Commission meeting minutes.  Nolfi/Hartnett.  Motion carried.

VB.  Consideration of Waiver of Various Park Rules to Accommodate Champlain Quadricentennial Celebration
Gross explained that there will be several events for the Quadricentennial that will need waivers such as; more than two consecutive days of events at City Hall Park, amplified sound for more than three hours at Battery Park, amplified sound after 9pm at City Hall and Battery Parks, use of alcohol in fenced ticketed areas in Battery and Waterfront Parks and more than three performances in one week at Battery Park.  He further stated that one of the requests was for alcohol sales in Battery Park on July 3rd in a fenced-in area as well as at the Waterfront Park concerts. Approval has been granted by the State regarding the Act 250 permit implications.  He also stated that Department staff felt comfortable approving these requests.
Hartnett asked to have all neighbors notified of the events and also wanted to recommend that alcohol sales end at least one hour prior to the end of all concerts, he would prefer no alcohol at all but would settle for one hour prior to the close of the event.
Gross stated that the events would entertain a very different audience and does not anticipate any problems and that the request would go through the License Committee for approval as well.

Hanson asked if the Police were comfortable with the arrangement and Gross said that they were.

Motion to approve the request for waivers as stated in the memo.  Hanson/Nolfi.  Motion carried.

IIIA.  Public Hearing:  Creation of “No Smoking” Areas in City Parks

Gross explained that the Commission had discussed the issue at previous meetings and had agreed on an educational initiative with signage at beaches, bleachers and  playgrounds and to have a public hearing before any formal action was taken.  He also explained that the Commission is looking to bring this to the City Council in June for approval as well.
Mariah Sanderson, Coordinator for the Burlington Partnership for a Healthy Community Coalition explained that there is no safe level of second-hand smoke per the surgeon general and second-hand smoke has also been linked to SIDS, asthma, ear infections and sinus infections.  She further stated that you need to be at least 25 feet away from smoke to avoid its effects and that other states are initiating similar programs.  There are several other Vermont cities and towns already using the initiatives or working on them.  She stated that her personal recommendation is it is better if you have an all-encompassing initiative rather than in scattered areas, that children are the best model to educate people and consistent messages from adults are also important.  She also felt that Burlington should be a leader in the initiative since it prides itself on being one of the most livable cities.
Judith Stephanie, Ward 4 resident thanked the Commission for taking the no-smoking  initiative and recommended having tobacco free parks as well.  She stated that she has been working with many others around educating about the effects of second hand smoke and tobacco on health etc. and encouraged this process to continue.

Jen Davis, Ward 4 resident expressed her pleasure that the Commission was having this conversation and stated that she is in favor of having more pleasant places in Burlington and recommended the Commission approve this initiative.

Carolyn Bates spoke in favor of the proposal for smoke free areas.

Dot Elbelo, victim of second hand smoke explained how she gets sick very easily and has to avoid smokers and is pleased that this initiative is being introduced.

 The Public Hearing was closed at 5:30 PM.

IV.Public Forum:  5:30PM Time Certain

John Kiehl spoke against disc golf in Leddy Park.

Ed Wilbur spoke against disc golf in Leddy Park and had traffic concerns.

Dot Elbelo spoke in opposition to disc golf in Leddy Park.

Carolyn Bates was opposed to disc golf in Leddy Park.

Roger Marshall was opposed to disc golf at Leddy Park he felt it was not appropriate.

Marcus Carr said that he was very invested in Leddy Park and felt that disc golf could co-exist with other activities in the park and supports a disc golf course.
Michele Patenaude, Ward 4 resident was opposed to disc golf at Leddy Park.

Lea Terhune spoke of the new north end demographics and said that she was opposed to disc golf at Leddy Park.

Chuck Seleen said that he felt a master plan for Leddy Park was necessary and did not support the disc golf proposal.

Nancy Ellis was opposed to disc golf at Leddy Park.

Adam Quinn, Ward 3 resident said that he supports a disc golf course and further stated that it would change the park but not the woods.

The Public Forum was closed at 5:54 PM.

IIIB.  Reconsideration of Disc Golf Proposal in Leddy Park
Gross explained that views on this subject were very strong on both sides, the Mayor had submitted a memo and Gross had made a recommendation based on feedback as well as the process that the disc golf working group had gone through.  He explained that the Commission had the original course request before them and that the original layout of the course is problematic and of concern to him as well as neighbors.  Although there is much support for a course in Burlington, it would have an effect on the park if it had 1,000 visitors regularly and that clearly there were a lot of people in favor of keeping Leddy a wooded park.  In conclusion Gross said that the areas west of the bikepath and south of the exits are very problematic and should be off limits to disc golf.  Whether the remaining area would be feasible is not known but what has been made clear is that disc golf is a healthy appropriate activity for Burlington but he recommended that it not be done at Leddy Park.
Steve Allen, Commission Chair explained that last summer the Commission had endorsed the concept of a disc golf course and BTown Disc Golf had volunteered to work with the Department to come up with a plan.  He also stated that he would like to discourage any statements regarding possible gain to the Department, and that some mistakes were made along the way during the process and initially public input was not sought.  However he indicated that  since September a positive process had been put into place and Ward 4 & 7 residents had been very involved and a lot of research and fact finding had been done after which staff concluded that the current design was not acceptable.  He explained that there was a lot of support and opposition to a course at Leddy however he feels that a scaled down course could be reviewed, the areas of concern would have to be reviewed and the State Forester has identified an area that would be appropriate.  In conclusion he supports the use of Leddy for a disc golf course with limitations.

Dave Hartnett thanked Steve Allen for all of his hard work and explained that he felt the process went very well once it was on track.  He stated that he does not support an 18 hole disc golf course at Leddy Park or a downsized course at Leddy, he is in favor of having a course in Burlington in some other viable location.
Carolyn Hanson said that she was very disappointed in the way that some individuals had  handled the position of each group.  She hoped that people would listen with open  minds, she was disappointed by the negative expressions and that there is a need for more perspective on the issue.  She further stated that some of the information was not helpful and not accurate and after weighing the pros and cons feels that a good alternative is necessary and that one was never discussed, however Leddy does have a good infrastructure with parking and restrooms and feels that the idea should be approached from how can we make this work for everyone.  She does not support the original proposal, the scale is out of proportion and would follow the recommendation of where holes would work.  She also feels that there is a master plan for the park and does not see this proposal as out of character for the park.  She said that she might be in favor of a scaled down version and it should be as inclusive as possible but worth further study.

John Ewing said that Leddy Park is used for recreation activities with wooded spaces as well and the current proposal absorbs the total park and would like to see if there is a way to do both in a limited way, he would only support if it were done on a limited basis, such as 9 holes and away from neighborhood homes.  He did not support the original proposal.

Barbara Nolfi stated that this proposal was clearly divided and suggested a motion to consider an alternate plan with 9 holes, contained area, adequate set backs, safety for other park users and a course design done by a professional.

Motion to deny original request for a disc golf course in Leddy Park.  Ewing/Hartnett.  Motion carried.

John Ewing asked for clarification, if a proposal for a 9 hole disc golf course came back to the Commission it does not mean it would have to be approved and was told that was correct.
Second motion was made by Nolfi/Ewing to consider a course that recognizes the legitimate concerns about safety and compatibility with existing park uses that complies with the following guidelines: the course would be limited to nine holes, the course would be contained within an area that lies generally east of the large parking lot adjoining the bike Path and west of existing athletic fields, adequate setbacks would be required from the Bike Path, roadways, existing walking paths, parking lots, and athletic fields to ensure human safety and the course would have to be designed by a professional disc golf course designer with input from the staff of the Parks and Recreation Department and the County Forester.  The design must minimize the impact to the forest.

The Commission clearly stated that if a course design was presented to them that met the above criteria, they would give it consideration.  This does not imply that a course meeting these conditions would be approved; only that it would be considered.

Hartnett said that he was opposed to any type of disc golf at Leddy Park.

Hanson stated that there was nothing to prevent BTown Disc Golf or others from doing more research on this issue. 
Gross said that it is very clear that Parks does not have an alternate good site but that is not to say other Burlington property owners could still have some potential sites for this type of recreation.

Allen concluded that he felt this type of activity could be complimentary to Leddy Park if the requirements could be met.

Vote on the second motion was 5/1 with Hartnett opposed.  Motion carried.

Recess at 6:35 PM
The meeting was reconvened at 6:50 PM.

VA.  Consideration of Proposal from Splash at the Boathouse to Increase Space Allocation for Expanded Food Service
Gross explained that Splash was requesting to have additional space on the east deck of the Boathouse to operate which is not included in their current agreement.  This would create an additional food venue, more and less expensive food options, it would need to be delineated with barriers, it would also mean more private-use space as well as more revenues for the City.
Sky Kenney from Splash explained that the concept was suggested a few years ago that Splash try to find a more affordable way to serve the public.  He also noted that the public would be able to utilize the space without purchasing food and that Splash would be able to open earlier in the season and it would be a better utilization for the space and that he sees this space as a community space.

Ewing asked if in Splash’s current space if patrons could take their drinks and go to the other area of the dock and was told yes and then Ewing stated his concern with the public not feeling as welcome to the public part of the Boathouse.  He indicated that he felt the   balance of public vs. private space is falling out of balance.  He also asked why the inside of the Boathouse is not utilized to sell less expensive food and was told that the kitchen is not adequate and can’t handle two different menus, it is logistically impossible.

Hanson said she thought it would be nice to have the additional tables on the deck and feels that Splash is wonderful and is doing a great job.  She questioned having the grill  area on the deck and said that the perception would likely be that the cordoned off area would not be seen as “public”. 
Hartnett felt it would be beneficial to have this type of operation on the Waterfront and would like to see more activity.

Nolfi said that she likes to have public open space and is not happy to have food smells on the deck and interference with traveling and would like to have a public hearing on this request.
Allen agreed with Nolfi and wants to protect public spaces and feels this is a very public place and would like to keep it open and add more benches around the perimeter.  If necessary he suggested adding more vendors on a more temporary basis.  He also added that he is very much in favor of the proposed expansion project for the Boathouse.

All were in favor of adding more public seating in the proposed area.

Motion to deny request for additional space to the east deck of the Boathouse.  Ewing/Nolfi.  Motion carried with Hartnett opposed.

VC.  Upcoming Commission Meetings Schedule
It was decided to meet on June 16, no meeting in July and the meeting in August will be on the 18th.
VI.  Director’s Items
Gross updated the Commission; working on finishing the back room of the Miller Center with funding from Miller hopefully, Young explained that she had a good end of the year show, they are currently shut down for a few weeks and then Gross introduced Anna Thelemarck who is filling in for Bob Whalen.  The campground opened on May 1, the Boathouse opened on May 15, Waterfront construction should be done by May 29th with a temporary gatehouse through the end of the summer then the lot will be a self paying one, bikepath repaving should be done by Thursday, have come up with a fee schedule with Mike Shea, Paddlesurf will be using some space on Blanchard Beach on weekends and evenings and will take belongings each night as well as pay $1,000 per year to operate, had a great Kids Day event despite the weather and finally had an incident at Battery Park with cutting of some locust trees, was discovered to be Berry Mossman’s son and he is currently being prosecuted.  
VII.  Commissioner’s Items 

Hanson suggested giving a memo to the prosecution ahead of time.
Ewing commended Allen for doing a great job on the Disc Golf proposal and all agreed that he did a great job.

Allen said that he had gone to the Board of Finance meeting and reiterated that one item that came up was the lack of communication with the Mayor and the Commission.  Bill Keogh had called on the Mayor to meet with him and the Commission however there has still been no contact from the Mayor but Allen stated that he will keep trying.

VIII.  Adjournment

Motion to adjourn at 8:00p.m.  Ewing/Hartnett.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne M. Putzier

Administrative Assistant

