PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING

MINUTES

April 28, 2009
Commission Present:  Allen, Nolfi, Hanson, Ewing and Hartnett 
Staff Present:  Gross, Spinner, Coven and Putzier

The meeting was convened at 5:25pm by Chair Allen
I.  Approval of Agenda

Motion to approve the agenda.  Ewing/Hanson.  Motion carried.
II.  Approval of Minutes

Motion to approve the March 17, 2009 Commission meeting minutes.  Ewing/Hanson.  Motion carried.

IIIA.  Consideration of Agreement for Moonlight Lady Tour Boat for 2009
Gross explained that the Department had an agreement with Mr. Shea last year with an annual fee of $3500 year, to load and unload the Moonlight Lady at the Spirit of Ethan Allen dock.  Mr. Shea proposed to change that agreement to a $25 per trip fee.  Gross was not opposed to a per trip fee but felt $75 per trip would be more appropriate.
Mr. Shea explained that he had been re-thinking the way in which he could be charged and felt it would be more equitable to be charged by the number of times he docked as well as by the number of people embarking and he would like to be able to work out the logistics with Gross and come back to the Commission for approval.

Hanson asked if he wanted to negotiate the $25 vs $75 per trip fee and Ewing asked if he planned on coming back to the Commission after discussion with Gross and Shea said that he would feel comfortable dealing directly with Gross and that Gross could then put before the Commission.

Gross said that he would be comfortable looking at the numbers and coming up with a proposed amount and have the Commission approve.
Motion to have Gross come back to Commission with a fee proposal.  Hanson/Hartnett.  Motion carried.
IV.Public Forum:  5:30PM Time Certain

Cliff Cooper, Burlington resident and boat slip holder at the Burlington Boathouse stated that he felt the management of the Boathouse last season was not what it should have been and hoped that it would be improved during the coming season.
Carolyn Bates, Ward 5 resident expressed concern over beach fires occurring at Leddy Beach and also asked if garbage cans could be emptied more often.
IIIB.  Report from Disc Golf Working Group
Gross gave a brief overview of the history of the disc golf project and indicated the following: in May 2008 received proposal for disc golf course at Leddy Park, July 2008 went to the Commission and they gave conceptual approval of the project, early August work began and the Department got comments from the public and stopped all work on the project, September 2008 a public hearing was held at Leddy Arena, after this meeting a resolution was passed by the City Council to seek opinions from the staff and to then give a report to the City Council before any further work was undertaken, September 23 at a regular Commission meeting public comments were heard and the Commission decided to appoint a working group of seven members to study the issue and make a recommendation to the Commission.  
Gross introduced the seven members on the working group and also stated that two members from Btown Disc Golf Club were technical advisors and Lisa Coven and Warren Spinner from Parks and Recreation provided staff support.
Gross stated that six of the seven members were present at the last meeting with three in favor of having a course at Leddy and three were opposed.  Therefore there was not a single recommendation from the Group.  He indicated that each member of the group had provided a written summary of their position for the Commission to consider.
Gross further stated that currently Leddy is considered a “City Park”, to be used primarily for field sports, tennis, picnicking and aquatics as well as ice skating.  He stated that there is no master plan for the park.  He indicated that the real issue before the Commission was what was the appropriate use of the wooded area of the park.  
Allen called upon members of the Working Group to offer their comments:

Nick Hinge, Ward 5, Working Group member, recommended a development committee be formed with local and outside professionals and also felt that the park could accommodate both golfers and walkers and environmentalists.  He further stated that the Ward 5 NPA voted in favor of coming forward with a master plan for Leddy Park and also had a lot of people in favor of a Disc Golf course providing it was done with a good design.

Greg Jenkins, Ward 7, Working Group member, is opposed to a disc golf course in Leddy Park and explained that he was very angry at the way the process began last year and since then has seen the way that disc golf courses get built and feels the process is very manipulative and has lost a lot of respect for the BTown group.

Joanne Hunt, Ward 4, Working Group member, explained that a lot of passive recreation happens at Leddy Park and is opposed to a disc golf course and that it is not the right place for this type of activity.  She further stated that preservation of the woodlands is very important to her.  She also stated that the park has a lot of great attributes such as tennis, soccer fields, softball fields as well as Lake access and an arena and feels the woodlands are worth preserving.  Feels it is important to keep the park multiuse as well as preserved and would like to stress the importance of being involved in the process.

Matt Hogg, Ward 4, Working Group member, said this is a case in which it would be nice if the City could just start over from the beginning in a more open way, but with that said he explained that the group did get an opportunity to address the issues that were listed as concerns and he felt that a disc golf course could co-exist with the current uses at Leddy Park.  He further added that he felt the people who are opposed have become very negative and hostile and hopes the enthusiasm against disc golf can be channeled in a productive way to address other issues in the Park.

Harry Wendt, Ward 3, Working Group member, feels he has been met with much hostility and also feels upset when expressing his view for disc golf.  He acknowledged peoples concern of soil compaction as an issue and was told that a disc golf course could handle this type of soil.  He also stated that most park land is located in the New North end which is also the least populated part of the City.  He felt that Leddy Park was a good location for disc golf and it would also help neighboring businesses, also the course should be monitored and closed during sensitive seasons and finally that it was time to move past fear and give disc golfers the chance to be good neighbors.

Dan Herman, Ward 7, Working Group member, said that he was in favor of disc golf at Leddy Park, felt that if it was decided that it was not working or an appropriate space that it could always be removed, that it did not have to be permanent.  He felt it was in line with the current activities in the park and that if a smaller 18 hole course was designed it would make the area even less dangerous but felt it should be 18 holes if the park could accommodate that.   He expressed that some areas are clearly not appropriate but would need some signage and golfers would need to be respectful of homeowners, restrooms would need to be utilized and the area would need to stay litter free, with that said he suggested a 12 month trial period and then complete an assessment.

Patrick Kearney, Ward 4, Working Group member, felt that access to Leddy beach would become an issue with the increased users as well as the Hannafords lot and a better access road would need to be developed, he also felt that the game could potentially end up in peoples backyards and that alcohol would probably not be a big issue.  He felt the proposed course would take too much of the park, he was in favor of disc golf but not at Leddy Park however he did say that he might consider a 9 hole course and a trial period, and that it would need to be an isolated sport.

John Ewing explained that some of the members had referenced a master plan and asked if this group thought it wise to have a master plan before moving forward with the proposal and it was a mixed response of yes and no.

Hanson questioned if a plan were to be adopted would this process have to go back to the start and what would it entail.  She stated that she is very mixed as well, that there were many different ideas as to how the park should be and currently it is an active park and the master plan would have to include both.

Joanne Hunt stated that a master plan would not solve all of the issues but it could give some guidelines.

Hartnett said that he was very bothered and felt it very disrespectful for people to be playing disc golf in the park after being told to hold off and wait for the process to be completed.
Hanson asked how much time the group spent on trying to balance uses in the park so that each group could have an area and was told that there was never any real discussion among the group regarding dual uses.

Allen stated that the County Forester had said 1-9 holes could be developed with very minor impacts and asked the people who were opposed if they would consider that an option or if they would absolutely say no to all disc golf and got a mixed response, some needed more information, same definitely no and some possibly.  In conclusion Allen felt that disc golf would be for Burlington but he wasn’t sure if Leddy would be appropriate, all other issues he felt would be manageable as well as the environmental issues with the right design.

Nolfi asked the group if anyone had changed their point of view from when the process started and most of the group changed in some way, some definitely more than others, but all got a better understanding of the sport in general.

IIIC.  Public Hearing:  Proposal for Disc Golf Course in Leddy Park
There were 60 people who spoke at the public hearing.  Of those, 38 people spoke in opposition to a disc golf course at Leddy Park and 22 people spoke in favor of a disc golf course at Leddy Park.  There was a wide range of comments made by the various speakers.  A number of people commented that they felt it would be good for Burlington to have a disc golf course but did not think that Leddy Park was a good location.  The most widely cited reasons for opposition to the course at Leddy were the impact that it would have on the environment and that it would create a conflict with existing park uses.  A number of speakers felt that with some redesign, that a smaller course, perhaps with nine holes would be compatible with the site.  
Allen thanked all the speakers and said that the Department would accept written comments following the meeting and that those would be considered by the Commission as well.  The public hearing was closed at 8:45PM.

The meeting was recessed at 8:45PM and reconvened at 8:53PM.   
VA.  Proposal for a Burlington Bike Park – Presentation by Patrick Kell, Executive Director, VMBA
Lisa Coven, Land Steward introduced Patrick Kell, Executive Director, VMBA (Vermont Mountain Bike Association) and he explained that he advocates for bike parks, supports clubs, and finds locations for bike parks.  He indicated that he had contacted Chapin Spencer of Local Motion about an urban bike park development, and was going to look at the old Landfill as a potential site.  His intent is to get children active and outdoors and understands some have economic barriers in doing this.  He also wants to help get people off private land and give them an approved location to ride.  He also stated that Local Motion was interested in a partnership to help achieve this.
Ewing asked how big an area would be needed and Kell said about one quarter to one half the size of the current landfill.
Nolfi asked if the Landfill would be an approved location by DPW for this use and Coven said that DPW was not opposed to this proposal but felt that there were a number of issues that would need to be studied before it would know if it was feasible.
Kell said that in the 80’s there had been discussions about the use of the landfill and this type of use was mentioned and Gross added that the site was not officially designated as Park property and that it is still the property of DPW.

Hanson asked about parking and Kell said that eventually it would need to have parking.  She also stated that she was concerned with the cost to test the property as well as parking but felt it would serve a population that is currently underserved and felt it was a good idea.

Coven went on to explain the need for a bike park since some areas of the parks are being ruined by bikers that make there own trails.

The Commission agreed the concept was worth exploring further and asked staff to continue discussions with Kell.

VI.  Director’s Items
Gross updated the Commission on the Waterfront construction and stated that the lot would not be finished until May 28, Bike Path is scheduled to be repaved between Leddy and North Beach by mid-May, receiving $166,000 in federal money for the Recreation Center, Campground opens May 1st and the Boathouse opens May 15th, Splash has made a request for use of more deck space, Gross said that he would send the Commission a proposal and lastly the warm weather has created a huge crowd at North Beach and none of the facilities or staff are available that early and the situation has not been good.
VII.  Commissioner’s Items 

Allen explained that he was trying to arrange for a meeting with the Mayor but hasn’t been given a date.  The Commission agreed that having a meeting, even with a couple of Commissioners would be helpful and Allen said he would pursue a meeting.
VIII.  Adjournment

Motion to adjourn at 9:35p.m.  Nolfi/Ewing.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne M. Putzier

Administrative Assistant

