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                                    AGENDA ITEM #II.


PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING

MINUTES

March 16, 2010
Commission Present:  Allen, Hanson, Ewing, Hartnett and Pearson  
Staff Present:  Steinbach, Leugers, Coven, Thelemarck and Putzier

The meeting was convened at 5:15 p.m. by Commission Chair Allen
I.  Approval of Agenda

Motion to approve the agenda.  Ewing/Pearson.  Motion carried.
II.  Approval of Minutes

Motion to approve the February 16, 2010 Commission meeting minutes.  Pearson/Hartnett.  Motion carried.

III.  Public Forum

Ron McGarvey thanked the department for getting the web site updated with the current Commission minutes so quickly.
IVA.  Burlington Area Community Gardens Presentation
Lisa Coven, BACG Coordinator and Land Steward for the City of Burlington introduced herself and stated that the City maintained eleven sites and has managed them since 1985 and that they are heavily subsidized by the City of Burlington. Lisa introduced Carrie McLane, AmeriCorps VISTA, Garden and Nutrition Outreach Coordinator.  She then began her power point presentation. There are eleven organic garden sites on 6.5 acres of land, encompassing 400 plots, used by 1200 gardeners with the help of  45 volunteers.  She showed each site and gave a brief description of each.  The sites are: Champlain, Baird, Lakeview, Winooski Valley Park District, New Discovery, Medical Center, Rock Point, Starr Farm, Tommy Thompson, Wheelock and Myrtle Street.  There is an advisory group for policy and invited the Commission to go on tour with them in July.  She stressed the importance of the volunteer site coordinators and explained how they keep the program running smoothly and organize the community work days for each site and that each gardener must attend at least two work days.  There is an annual meeting to review the year and plan for the next year as well as an appreciation ceremony.  In April they have an Annual Potluck with a silent auction to raise money for scholarships and invited the Commissioners to that as well.
Coven said that neighborhood gardens are becoming more popular, through an organization called Grow Team One, which is a great transitional program for entering BACG.
Carrie McLane then explained that she is doing the outreach portion of the program working on “gardenteering” and explained all of the opportunities available such as mentoring, food drives, farmer’s market food drives and connecting with agencies, some have their own plot and others help facilitate new Americans and low income people.
Ewing asked if Burlington residents get priority and Coven said there is no preferential  policy for residency, yet the neighborhood gardens do take the closest residents first.
Allen asked about the residents and non-residents at the Wheelock site and Coven stated that most of the gardeners at that site are South Burlington residents and Allen suggested asking South Burlington for some aid or a subsidy.

Hartnett asked about partnering with other towns and Coven said that she would be open to that but would have to be careful of capacity and resources and stated that she could support, with information, other towns in getting started.

Hanson said that she would like to see residents get gardens before non-residents.

Pearson asked about the plans for a garden at Calahan Park and Coven said that there were a lot of issues with trying to get water to the site and that she is looking into a surface well but was told that it could be potentially dangerous.  Estimates have been given of $7,000-$10,000 for a water system.

Leugers thanked Lisa for taking the garden program to a higher level and commended her for all of her good work. 

IVB.  Farmer’s Market City Hall Update
Steinbach reported that seven spaces had been added on the west walkway on the diagonal.  She also stated that this would be part of a multi-year plan and will continue to look at the larger plan as it moves along.  The fee is to be an extension of the current agreement. 
Allen asked if a remediation plan for the lawn had been talked about and Steinbach said no but she has had lengthy conversations with the Farmer’s Market to work on a long term plan for payment for improvements.

Allen asked if the Burlington Business Association and the Church Street Marketplace were in favor of this plan and Steinbach said that they support the plan through their previous discussions and position on business uses of the park.
V.  Director’s Items
Steinbach gave an update on the no smoking ordinance, noting that it had passed through the City Council, and prohibited smoking on playgrounds, beaches, bleachers, athletic fields, shelters as well as a 25 foot buffer around such areas.  It also allows the Director of Parks and Recreation to designate smoke free areas within any campground at a City park, further the signage calls for the international no-smoking symbol. The Department will need to define how to amend the signs with the Ordinance citation. 
Ewing said that he would prefer to have the ordinance include all tobacco products and Hanson asked if the ordinance included all beaches and was told yes.

Steinbach said that five maintenance workers will be attending the Vermont Recreation and Park Association Maintenance workshop in Middlebury on Wednesday, March 31.  Department work continues on policies and procedures; and the Arena staff will be covering for the Community and Recreation Center for an anticipated upcoming family medical leave.
Leugers explained that the Community and Recreation Center participation level was up from last year and the Eggstavaganza will be at Oakledge Park on Saturday, March 27th.
Steinbach added that on March 25th boat slip payments were due and asked Thelemarck to give an update on capital projects.

Thelemarck said she was working on RFP’s for several items, had signed Atlas for the July 3 fireworks display, is working on the dasher boards for the Arena, is negotiating for a one year contract with Information Services on the waterfront, canoe/boat and kayaks at Perkins Pier, developing the fire extinguishers contract, and working on plans for the North Beach gatehouse roof, as examples of projects.  Other items were the North Beach gatehouse and the current design of the entry and will work with the summer staff on those emerging plans. The Miller Community and Recreation Center is working with a roof contractor to complete the repairs and also working with our internal staff on building up the back 2,200 s.f.  Also working on the trails policy and realized more involvement from the community, bike community, Local Motion, etc. is necessary and then will begin to go forward with a plan.

Hartnett and Ewing asked about the pigs getting out and onto the bikepath and Thelemarck said that she felt that was a bigger City issue and will talk with others to get suggestions. Pearson suggested the owner remediate the issue if not then they should remove the pigs entirely. 

VI. Commissioner’s Items
Pearson asked how the effort for new bathrooms at the boathouse were coming and Thelemarck said the budgeted amounts would not enable an implemented work plan this year but rather that would be phased in.
Hartnett asked about North Beach and the preparation for the school students’ return; Leugers said that she was working on that issue as well as parking passes with UVM Student Government.

Thelemarck said there would be an open house on April 6th from 4-7p.m. for the proposed Smalley natural playground and she would be meeting this Thursday to put the presentation together and solicit input.

Allen said that he had spoken with City Attorney Ken Schatz this morning regarding the law suit of Adam Cate v the City. The City, as the defendant, may include the Commission and if so the City will appoint council and the Commission should refrain from making comments on the case.  All prior reports are public record but any other transcripts of the case were confidential.
Pearson said that he would be participating in a super block discussion that would include Memorial Auditorium and after that he would see how it fit into the plans before he moved forward with his discussion plans for Memorial Auditorium.
VII.  Commission Meeting Schedule
Putzier explained that a schedule has been included of dates and location of each monthly meeting and Steinbach added that she would like to also do a park tour prior to the June meeting possibly from 3:00-5:00 p.m.  All Commissioners said they would be able to attend on June 15th.  Hartnett asked that the Bikepath be included in the tour.  At the May 18th meeting boaters will be encouraged to attend and Allen and Ewing would suggest some names of individuals to participate on the working group.
VIII.  Discussion of Real Estate Matter (Executive Session)
Nikki Fuller, Assistant City Attorney requested an executive session to discuss a real estate matter where pre-mature disclosure could put the City at a substantial disadvantage.
Motion to go into executive session at 6:37 p.m..  Ewing/Pearson.  Motion carried.
Motion to come out of executive session at 7:15 p.m.  Hartnett/Hanson.  Motion carries.

IX.  Adjournment

Motion to adjourn at 7:16 p.m.  Ewing/Hartnett.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne M. Putzier

Administrative Assistant
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