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Agenda Item #II.

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING

MINUTES

October 19, 2010
Commission Present:  Allen, Ewing, Hartnett and Hanson  
Staff Present:  Steinbach, Rogers and Putzier

The meeting was convened at 5:07 p.m. by Commission Chair Hartnett
I.  Approval of Agenda

Motion to approve the agenda. Allen/Ewing.  Motion carried.
II.  Approval of Minutes

Motion to approve the September 21, 2010 Commission meeting minutes.  Allen/Ewing.  Motion carried.

IVA.  Bid Process and Funding for Proposed YMCA Fit-up at Robert Miller Community & Recreation Center
Steinbach explained that there were two phases; the first phase would involve a general fit-up with monies already received in the amount of $39,000 from a HUD grant, which staff will be soliciting bids for within the next week, also staff will try to do some of the work in house if possible to defer some costs. The second phase would be the final fit up and would require architectural drawings that have been priced out at approximately $3800 from that point specs would have to be written for a bid process with input from DPW who would write the specs and continue with the process.
Steinbach asked the Commission if they wanted to move forward with the YMCA’s desires for the space and combine both specs or if they preferred to wait for further direction from the City Council on funding and other prospective tenants.
Allen thought the Commission should wait and asked if some of the Department Maintenance staff could do some of the work and Mari said yes the Department could provide most of the basic fit-up within house but not until December or later.

Hartnett asked if it would be appropriate to go ahead and do the basic fit-up and Steinbach agreed that the Department should get contractors to bid on the first phase and then move forward.  Hartnett also added that he believed that the YMCA would be a good partnership for the space and asked if the overall concern was the price tag for the fit-up and further added that he would like to see the first step for fit-up done by the Department.

Ewing and Hanson asked were the Department is with negotiations with the YMCA and Steinbach stated she was waiting for further clarification from the City Council and that the YMCA was willing to wait and see the desire of the community.

Hanson was concerned that the process was going in two different directions and did not want to slow down the process and would like to stay on track toward getting a viable tenant for the space.  
III.  Public Forum

Public forum was opened at 5:15 p.m.
Beth Anderson, south end resident spoke of the desire to have off-leash dog hours at Calahan Park.

Matt Viens, St. Paul Street resident, spoke in favor of having off-leash dog hours at Calahan Park as well at other sited around the City.
Public forum closed at 5:20 p.m.
IVB.  Summary of Parks & Recreation Summer Operations
Steinbach began by saying the season was great, she then went on to say that the Department had started tracking gate attendance but does not have all of the revenues compiled quite yet, 3700 cars entered Leddy for a total of $10,000 in revenues, North Beach had 21,000 vehicles and the campground generated $357,000 in revenues.  In recreation the Champ Camp program was down in enrollment however the capacity for the program was full, the Recreation and Nutrition program served more individual children this year but fewer lunches, the reasoning for this is being explored, Steinbach stated that the Maintenance crew was also very busy with the turf due to the good weather.
Rogers stated that athletics were up across the board and the track and field program was at full capacity, the reasoning for this he believed was due to the value of the programs compared to the price and the economy.  Rogers also stated that the Miller Community & Recreation Center did very well with all of the displacement from the schools over the summer the building was full to capacity.

Ewing asked Rogers if the roof problem at the Miller Center had been rectified and Rogers stated that Evergreen roofers had been back several times for drainage issues and there needs to be more discussions and more work to be done to get the water off the roof that is sitting and pooling.

Hartnett asked who was overseeing the Campground and Steinbach said that she had assigned Leugers this past season.  Steinbach explained that seasonal employees are hired from Florida and stay for the season.  Hartnett asked if they could come at the beginning of the season next year to meet the Commission and Steinbach said yes.

Hartnett commended Gary Rogers for all of his hard work and the staff that works under him as well and Hanson added that the staff at the Miller Community Recreation Center had given her the best service she has ever received from the Parks and Recreation Department. 
VA.  Jennifer Green, Burlington Legacy Project, re:  Upcoming Work
Jennifer Green, Burlington Legacy Project introduced herself and explained that she was making a courtesy visit on behalf of the steering committee to oversee the vision and mission of the City.  She explained that it had been ten years since the vision document had been created and that it needed to be reviewed and that it was not the intention to reinvent the plan but rather update it and thus she was going back to the community to gather input and was reaching out to Parks and Recreation as a good partner for input.  Green also explained that the Legacy Plan is also renowned outside of Burlington.
VB.  Megan Moir, DPW, Stormwater Administrator, re:  Stormwater Issues
Moir explained that she had been asked to give an assessment of the stormwater/water quality related issues at Leddy Park and then continued to explain her position and how it came bout within the Department of Public Works and how a lot of infrastructures are in need of improvements.  Such as; Oakledge Park, the orientation of road and parking lot generates significant volume of runoff that contributes to Blanchard Beach and the gravel parking lot discharges sediment to Blanchard Beach, North Beach has some erosion noted on the south side along grass edge and some erosion noted in outfall at the north of the pond (currently monitored and scheduled for intervention in summer 2011), also the northern tributary at Leddy has some bank failure and remediation would difficult currently waiting to see how to continue and would require some assistance from Dale Road community.
Moir also stated that she would be working over the winter on user fees and make sure they are accurate and would also evaluate if the Department can make improvements and acquire up to 50% in credits.

Moir also said that she had been working with Spinner and Coven to evaluate potential for utilizing staff to maintain the City of Burlington’s “green” stormwater infrastructure.
Hanson asked what a tree filter was and Moir said that it was water that comes from gutters and would flow into the greenbelt and be stored. Collaboration between Parks and Recreation and Public Works on this project could give funding to Parks and Recreation to maintain the project.

Allen stated that Parks and Recreation should get credit for maintaining open spaces and Moir agreed but said that it would have to be approved by the City Council but that it most likely would qualify for credits.

Hartnett asked what the options for Leddy were and Moir said currently waiting for the long term solution but staff had stopped dumping currently and that in itself should help.  Moir suggested asphalt and trying to figure out what to do with the pipe that disconnected but can’t do immediately.
Hanson asked if any general outreach information available and Moir said she would like to do more of that but she would send her some information and sites that have a lot of useful information.
VI.  Director’s Items

Steinbach stated that new fleet purchases had been made in the amount of $149,000, the Parks Planner position had been posted, 127 Bikepath trail opening would be held on November 13, the Information Center RFP should go out later this week, Park Maintenance put fresh woodchips at many of the playgrounds, forestry had a lot of down limbs and trees, recreation has a new format of information that is very informative and the tracking use of space with Rice High School and a meeting has been arranged.  Steinbach also commented on the Neighborhood Improvement Nights presentation and said that it was progressing very well and handed out a new version of the proposed survey.
VII.  Commissioner’s Items
Hanson stated that drainage was a problem at the Smalley Natural playground and Steinbach said that the Department was aware of this and has a punchlist of items for Landshapes to accomplish upon completion of the project.
Allen asked others if they had ever hear about off leash hours and Hanson said yes that people were interested but there had been a lot of controversy and a plan for Oakledge was discussed at one point but it had just evolved without a formal policy.  
Hanson said that she was in favor of bringing up the topic again for discussion.

Hartnett said that he would like to help the football league with storage of its equipment and asked everyone to think about a potential location.  Rogers said they are interested in trying to build something at schiffiletti.

Hanson asked if an ice rink would be located near the skatepark this year and Rogers said that it was very difficult to keep and maintain and Steinbach said no plans currently.  Hanson then asked if a rink could be done at Appletree and Steinbach said there was no space dug or that would be complimentary at that location and that she had received an offer for one to be located at Lakeside.

Hanson also stated that she had received a request for open time for stick and puck on the weekends.

Ewing said that he had attended the Abnaki harvest and that it was a wonderful event and thanked Coven for all of her hard work.  

VIII.  Adjournment

Motion to adjourn at 6:35 p.m.  Allen/Hanson.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne M. Putzier

Administrative Assistant
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