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PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING

MINUTES

July 20, 2010
Commission Present:  Allen, Ewing, Hartnett, Hanson and Pearson  
Staff Present:  Steinbach, Leugers, Coven, Young and Putzier

The meeting was convened at 5:05 p.m. by Director Steinbach
I.  Approval of Agenda

Motion to approve the agenda and remove items VA Recognition of Burlington Boathouse Staff and VB Update from Barb Barden, Splash Summer Operations and place on the August 17th Commission meeting at the Boathouse.  Allen/Hartnett.  Motion carried.
II.  Approval of Minutes

Motion to approve the June 15, 2010 Commission meeting minutes.  Ewing/Allen.  Motion carried.

III.  Reorganization of Commission:  Election of Chair and Vice Chair
Steinbach opened nominations for the position of Commission Chair.  Allen nominated Hartnett and stated that the Commission had a custom of appointing for a two year term and Hanson had declined as Chair but would remain as the Vice Chair if appointed.  Seconded by Ewing.  Motion carried.  Hartnett thanked the Commission and said that he enjoyed the leadership and professionalism of Allen who served under a very difficult time in the Department and also stated that he would be looking to the entire Commission for input and guidance under his term as Chair.  Steinbach expressed her gratitude and thanks to Allen for all of his support as Commission Chair.  
Steinbach opened nominations for the position of Vice Chair. Hartnett nominated Hanson Allen seconded and the motion carried.
Hartnett thanked Hanson for her service and expressed his appreciation for her dedication of her time served on the Commission.

IV.  Public Forum; 5:15pm Time Certain
John Barton Ward 5 resident spoke regarding his opposition for the proposed Calahan community gardens, stating that he thought the process was not thorough and that the critical solutions and issues were not properly addressed.
Toni Schlenoff, Ward 5 resident, expressed concerns of the proposed Calahan community garden because she had no prior notice; she also thought the project, when presented at public hearing, was explained as though it was already approved. She had concerns with the proximity of the garden to Shelburne Road and would like to preserve public open spaces.
Melanie Brotz, volunteer for the proposed garden explained that she has lived in the area for 14 years on Catherine Street and feels that a garden would be a very acceptable use of open space; she also stated that many nearby homes in her neighborhood do not have a yard and the gardens would be providing a very large need in the community.

Susan Munkres, volunteer for the proposed garden explained that the volunteer group had been to the Commission and received an endorsement on the concept as well as instructions for the group to have a public forum and to send notice to the neighborhood for input, which they did.  She also explained that they do not have any final proposal at this point but would be collecting all the information necessary as well as public input from the community.
Larry Lewack stated that he had started the idea of a Community garden initiative at Calahan Park because he had heard that the south end of Burlington was underserved with gardens and had a desire for more.  He also thought that the garden and forums were well publicized; he stated that the group was committed to working on parking strategies and would like to get funding to hire a professional to address any hydrogenization issues.  He concluded with the statement that a community garden is a permitted use and consistent as a need that has been identified in the open space rules.
Jeffrey Nelson, BACG Volunteer Coordinator supported the proposal for a community garden at Calahan and said that there is ample space for all users and supports the concept as well.

Katie Berk, ward 5 resident said that she was excited about the proposed project and very supportive she also felt that a lot of the concerns were very frivolous and the opposition was unwarranted as the park is always empty.

The public forum was closed at 5:55p.m.

VC.  Presentation by Tim Ashe, Village at Leddy Park
Tim Ashe, from Cathedral Square, explained that the State had put out an RFP for the property behind (west) of the State Department of Motor Vehicles on North Avenue and a proposal was put together for various types of housing and commercial space.  He stated that several amenities would be added, such as a pet friendly housing section with a washing station as well as some on-site recreation, and a raised garden area for seniors; and the property would have public access through the development to Leddy Park and the owners would take the responsibility for maintenance and gateway area.

Pearson asked about parking at the facility and how it would impact people trying to avoid paying an entrance fee at the Leddy gate. Ashe explained that there would not be a lot of space available to park since there would be less surface space available than currently exists.

Hanson asked if the market rate housing would have underground parking as well as for that of another building, as Ashe had explained. Ashe noted that the market rate housing would not. 
Ewing encouraged Ashe to have conversations with the Friends of Leddy Park to make sure they know what the plans involve and to include them in the process and Hartnett agreed that a conversation should occur.
Ashe explained that this summer and fall the demolition would start at the Department of Motor Vehicles.

Allen asked if Thelemarck had any discussions with the development group regarding potential concerns the Department may have. Steinbach said that Ashe had already noted all of the concerns.  Allen also asked about entrance enhancements and Ashe said that they could be committed to making and maintaining all entrances to the park.

Hanson asked, particularly since the site plan called for removal of existing trees, if new trees would be planted as part of the project and Ashe said yes but he was not sure of the exact numbers and locations.

Kurt Wright asked if a walking tour of the proposed project could be arranged and also if constituents had questions if they could call Ashe at Cathedral Square and Ashe said yes.
VD.  Endorsement of Burlington Bikepath Task Force
Allen stated that the Bikepath is a very large asset to the City of Burlington for economic as well as recreation and that it should be a priority to protect and improve it and that currently it is not adequate.  He also explained that a group had been formed to work on strategies and from that group Chapin Spencer and Kurt Wright would like to move forward with a resolution to the City Council recommending the formation of a task force to, among other things, identify needs and resources of future path enhancements.
Wright explained that a few years ago there had been a push to get an area of the path repaired by Leddy Arena and he has continued to request at the Board of Finance to make the Bikepath a priority.  He stated that a long term approach was needed to improve the path and would sustain the economic impact to the City.  He further stated that the City could not allow the path to fall into disrepair and asked the Commission to endorse the proposal for a Bikepath Task Force to be presented at the August City Council meeting.
Spencer added that the Bikepath continues to see an increased use and has a $4.5m economic impact, with 30-50% of the users coming from outside of Chittenden County.  He also added that the task force should be wide spread and reach out to everyone.

Hanson said that she believed the bottom line was the need for more money and Spencer said that there needs to be a vision, scope and then discussions of the money and it should not be just an internal question.  He also said there needs to be a link to Colchester and South Burlington and Wright added that the task force would bring the issues to a higher level.

Allen stated that he would like to see part of the City Council’s directive require staff support from DPW and CEDO and was also concerned with the time-line to recruit members to the task force.
Asked the Commission as well as the City Council to consider what it would like the  scope of the project to be.

Hanson suggested the focus be on the Waterfront section of the bikepath from the Colchester connection point to South Burlington connection at this point and Pearson agreed. 
Motion to endorse the idea of the task force mission as presented.  Allen/Pearson.  Motion carried.
VIA.  Removal of Harbor Watch Bollards
Steinbach explained that she has spoken with Nick Warner from CEDO and they need an answer as to how the department would like to proceed with the removal.  There was not a strong desire to save the bollards as was originally the case.  Joan Shannon was sending a notice to the neighbors and will respond if necessary.
Allen also stated that Shannon had put out a notice regarding the removal on front porch forum as well.  Hartnett said that he also spoke with Shannon and felt she had good intentions to try and save the bollard but realized the best thing to do was move forward with the removal and the Commission all agreed.
VIB.  Smalley Park Natural Playground
Steinbach explained that the department had received one proposal and would be working with Land Shapes and they are starting to move forward with the project next week.  She also stated that Hornick would be removing the old structures.
Hanson was concerned with what the park would get with significantly less money and was assured that the integrity of the project would not be compromised due to funding. 

VII.  Director’s Items

Steinbach said that the Board of Finance had approved a limited service position for the Waterfront Manager. Further, that Anna Thelemarck would be leaving at the end of August and Steinbach would be requesting a limited service position to fill that vacancy.  To the point about the Bicycle Path and whether the Task Force should look only at the Waterfront section, Steinbach noted that from a department standpoint it is very important to incorporate all of the connections that make the bicycle path network whole and comprehensive. This is not only from a capital funding, but also a maintenance reference. The Ordinance Committee passed 2nd reading of revisions to Chapter 6, alternative transportation; noting specific conversation about an electric bike being a motorized vehicle unless the motor is turned off on the Bikepath, per the Ordinance.  Also, the Cemetery Ordinance will be on the City Council agenda for first reading soon;  and the Boathouse incident report will be completed by the Fire Marshall within the next few days, noting no code violations or fault by the City.  Recommendations were to have inspections on a regular basis and post no swimming signs at access points, also working on monitoring of power cord plug in activity by staff.  Steinbach commended all staff regarding the incident and their quick response.  The contract with Dave Wulfson from Vermont Railway is ready to be signed and staff will be evaluating throughout the rest of the summer if this type of contract would work for others.
Leugers stated that recreation had been very busy; training for department seasonal staff, programs are very busy, Sr. Picnic is at Oakledge tomorrow, lifeguard staff has been busy with “huge” crowds daily at the beach, campground attendance has been full and revenues have been great, Leddy gate seems to be strong in revenue, Recreation Center numbers and activities are improving, parking is an issue at the center with people parking on the grass in front of the building. 
Young said that Big Daddy’s started last week, 11 week skating school started, rentals are down, the new zamboni is in, getting advertisers and working on Rec Trac and booking ice.
VIII. Commissioner’s Items
Hanson asked if the no smoking signs had been posted at North Beach and Leugers said the universal signs are up on the back of the lifeguard stands but she would confirm.  She also asked about Calahan ball fields and Leddy and asked that the volleyball court at North Beach be moved further south from the playground and also if there could be swimming lessons at North Beach.
Ewing commended the July 3rd fireworks and the staff for all of their efforts and hard work for the event.

Pearson stated that Jonathan P.A. Leopold, CAO would like options for Memorial to present to the City Council and further stated that it would cost $2 - $4m to get the building up to code.  He also requested a menu of what could be accomplished with $4, $6 and $10m, the building would need to be used to its full potential and would like to present to the Commission at the September meeting.  Also the application for the TIF district had been submitted but that money can’t be used for building renovations.
Hartnett explained that the Division I Little League Championships were hosted at Schiffilitti, Roosevelt and Calahan Parks and he has received a lot of positive feedback regarding the no smoking ordinance.

Hartnett stated the first Burlington Kids Advisory Committee meeting had lots of discussion of money savings and Holly Morehouse is the Chair of the Committee.  He also asked if the Halloween event was happening this year and Leugers said that a committee consisting of herself, Joanne Putzier, Mae Leclair, and Kathy Knauer had met to have a discussion on hosting the event at Leddy Park and would be presenting to Steinbach tomorrow.

IX.  Adjournment

Motion to adjourn at 7:50 p.m.  Allen/Ewing.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne M. Putzier

Administrative Assistant
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