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BURLINGTON, VERMONT






PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING

MINUTES

August 17, 2010
Commission Present:  Allen, Ewing, Hartnett and Pearson  
Staff Present:  Leugers, Coven, Thelemarck, Moreau, Young and Putzier

The meeting was convened at 5:10 p.m. by Commission Chair Hartnett
I.  Approval of Agenda

Motion to approve the agenda.  Allen/Pearson.  Motion carried.
II.  Approval of Minutes

Motion to approve the July 20, 2010 Commission meeting minutes.  Ewing/Allen.  Motion carried.

IV.  Recognition of Burlington Boathouse Staff, July 10, 2010

Leugers began by explaining what an excellent and professional job the Boathouse crew did on July 10 dealing with an electrocution situation and how the quick actions led to a successful ending that could have been tragic.  She handed out certificates of appreciation for all staff; Amy Paradis, Kevin Frank, Ryan Delaney, Nate White, Paul Spitler, Erin Moreau as well as Barb Barden and Alison O’Connor from Splash.
Moreau thanked Leugers for all of her help and support through the incident and said that it was a team effort and all involved did a great job.

Ewing commended the staff and said that they do a great job in general to a very large population.

Hartnett said that he felt the relationship the Department has with Splash is very important to maintain and that he is glad to have a contract with them for services.

III.  Recognition of Anna Thelemarck, Park Planner

Hartnett said that he would like to acknowledge and thank Thelemarck for her service to the Department.
Allen then stood and explained what an excellent fit to the Department Thelemarck had been from the very beginning and how very appreciative he and the Commission were for the work she had done and gave her a bouquet of flowers.

Thelemarck stated that she loved the job and was glad she could work with this group and would carry the knowledge with her as well as use it in the future to get the word out about all of the things that Parks and Recreation is involved with in the City.
V.  Public Forum

Public forum opened at 5:21pm
Judy Dickson, Ledgmere Street resident said that she believed that Calahan Park was underutilized and loved the activity in the park and that having a garden in the park would be very complimentary to the other activities that currently occur.

Jim Flint, Ward 4 resident spoke in favor of mixed uses in parks and said that Starr Farm was an example of a multi-use park and is in favor of a Community garden at Calahan Park.

Toni Schlenoff, Ward 5 resident stated that the initial campaign did not include the larger area of neighbors and was opposed to a garden at Calahan Park and was also concerned about the proximity of the garden to Shelburne Road and the potential of toxins.

Kathy Stermer, Linden Terrace resident said that she was opposed to a Community garden at Calahan Park because of the lack of space within the park.

Jason Van Driesche, Caroline Street resident spoke in favor of a Community garden at Calahan because of the need for more garden space and the proximity to give nearby residents the opportunity.

Susan Munkres, volunteer coordinator for the proposed Community garden at Calahan Park said that she was in favor of the proposal and would be available to answer any questions.

Public forum closed at 5:35pm.

VIA.  Proposal for Community Garden at Callahan Park
Coven provided the background of the Burlington Area Community Gardens and stated that it is the recommendation of the Department to approve the proposed garden site at Calahan Park.  She further added that residents had come to the City requesting a desire to have a Community garden site at Calahan.
Allen asked about the requested revisions from the last proposal and Coven stated that the area had been reduced by one third the size and a bench would be moved to be on the outside area of the garden.  Munkres emphasized that the footprint had been reduced by one third leaving the more desirable land for other activities.

Allen said that one of his concerns was stormwater and groundwater run-off and Coven said she had met with Megan Moir from the Department of Public Works and Moir’s opinion was that a garden would not have any adverse effects. Coven stated that she had also gotten a second opinion from Scott Mapes, an area expert on stormwater issues, who said there would be no impacts - either with underground water or Englesby ravine.
Pearson asked if anyone had asked if additional garden watering of the soil would have an adverse effect and Coven said it would not.

Ewing asked if the site would be located far enough from Shelburne Road so that there would not be any toxins and Coven stated that 60 feet away from the road was sufficient.  Ewing also asked about the proximity to the boundary to the Bel Aire Motel and Coven said she didn’t see any issues and Hartnett stated that he also had concerns with boundaries of the motel as well as parking issues.
Coven stated that she looked extensively into parking, wondering whether the department really wants to set precedence for user types of parking? She stated that it would be very easy to open up an area if needed, and then concluded there should not be any limits on which users use the parking sites. 
Pearson stated that he had read about shrubs being planted and Coven said that it would be more aesthetically pleasing to see bench and shrubs with low fencing as boundaries to help keep an open view.

Allen said that he was a 23 year resident of the area and the park is a large use park and that the proposal uses a very small portion of the park and the use is very complementary to the park. Further, his personal view is this type of use is an open space use.  He also said that he thought parking would be a factor and would like to insist on opening Gove Court to all users for parking as a condition of approval. He was also concerned about the view shed from Shelburne Road and would like to see a management plan for inside and outside the fence. He concluded with saying this garden is very important to the south end.  Ewing said that he agreed with Allen.

Motion to approve the request to put a Community garden at Calahan Park with the conditions that the boundary issues are rectified and Gove Court parking lot to be re-opened.  Ewing/Pearson.  Motion carried with Hartnett opposed.

VIB.  Update on Burlington Kids Afterschool Program
Hartnett stated that the Flynn school is a pilot site for the new model that Parks and Recreation is supporting still but that it is run by the Burlington School Department.  He also stated that all of the billing will be run through the School Department for all sites and licensing will still be held by the Parks and Recreation Department.  The other sites (Champlain, Edmunds and CP Smith) will run the same as last year with no current time frame for changing.
Pearson asked if the new group is working better with communication and Hartnett said yes it has been helpful but there is a need to separate from the joint staff.

Ewing asked if this year the program was operating as interim and will be decided next year and Hartnett said ultimately yes and it would end up at the City Council level for final approval.
Leugers added that it is and has been very important to keep Parks and Recreation involved in the recreation and leisure portion of the program and added that she is working on developing two positions specifically related to the recreation piece of the program.
VIIA.  Update from Barb Barden, Splash, Regarding Summer Operations
Barden introduced the new manager of Splash, Bart, and stated that they had had an excellent summer and enjoyed working with the Boathouse staff.
Hartnett asked about the space concerns between the Boathouse staff and patrons and Bart said they work very well together and do an excellent job with safety and dealing with a large number of patrons.
Ewing said that he was concerned with Splash customers using the public space as an overflow and asked if there had been any problems with this and both Barden and Moreau said it had been going very well.  He also asked if it was true that Splash was not accepting credit cards and Barden explained that they will not be taking credit cards for the rest of the season and that she is currently in litigation regarding the credit card situation.

Pearson asked how Splashs’ relationship was with the Winds of Ireland and Barden said they had a great relationship.

Allen asked how the improvement plans were coming and Barden said that much discussion and planning had occurred with Thelemarck and currently she was waiting for the City for any movement forward.
Barden asked why she has not had a contract for the past three years and the Commission could not answer.  Leugers said that she would speak with Steinbach and get an answer.
Pearson asked if the Department could make a standard protocol at all events to have an additional ATM on the waterfront since it seems to be in such high demand and staff said that they would look into this.

Barden said that the women’s bathroom leaks very badly and it has been for four years and also the floor is very rusted and both are a big safety issue.  She also suggested sending the boathouse away and building pylons and placing a larger structure on top that would be more secure and durable.

IIB.  Naming of 127 Bikepath/Bypass Path
Thelemarck stated that the bikeway should be renamed by something that is more intentional and that this topic came up as a request from the Bikeway Council.  She further stated that they would like to have the name introduced at the opening in early October and the Council would like a Commissioner and the public involved in the process.
Hartnett was concerned that the Commission did not have enough answers to take action on this item.

Motion to defer action.  Allen/Pearson.  Motion carried.

VIII.  Director’s Items
Director’s notes were handed out in the packet no discussion occurred.
IX.  Commissioner’s Items
Allen asked if the City has one contracted person to handle vendors at all events and Leugers said Parks and Recreation has a contractor for its sponsored events only and that all other event sponsors are handled by the individual sponsor.
Pearson asked if the YMCA had used any space at Memorial Auditorium and Leugers explained that the space is not really adequate for childcare and that there are programming and cooperative space opportunities with the YMCA.  Pearson also said that he was pleased with the Brewers Festival and asked if the Department got any money from the event and Leugers said not directly but indirectly yes with boat slip rentals at the Boathouse and with restaurant revenues at Splash.  Pearson also asked if there could be more events and Leugers said that the Department is limited with the Act 250 permit as to the number of events it can have.

Hartnett said that he would like the Department to develop an overall plan for managing vendors on the Waterfront and felt the Harbormaster should be involved.  He also stated that staff needs to get a handle on motorized vehicles on the bikepath.  Coven requested that Hartnett forward any information he had to her as she would be moving forward with the trails and path policy.

Pearson reported that he is still meeting regarding the future of Memorial Auditorium. 

X.  Adjournment
Motion to adjourn at 6:35 p.m.  Ewing/Allen.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne M. Putzier

Administrative Assistant
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